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PRINCIPAL 



 

 Department of Zoology at Government College for Men (Autonomous), Kadapa, organized 

a workshop on the innovative Foldscope, demonstrating its significance in modern scientific 

research and education. The workshop, meticulously planned and executed, aimed to introduce 

students and faculty to the practical applications of this portable and cost-effective microscope. 

This report provides a comprehensive overview of the workshop, highlighting key events, 

presentations, and the overall impact on the participants. 

Workshop Overview 

Objectives of the Workshop 

1. Introduction to Foldscope: To familiarize students and faculty with the Foldscope, its 

assembly, and basic operation. 

2. Applications in Zoology: To demonstrate how the Foldscope can be used to study various 

biological specimens, enhancing the practical learning experience. 

3. Promoting Scientific Inquiry: To encourage a hands-on approach to learning and foster 

a spirit of curiosity and investigation among students. 

4. Accessibility and Innovation: To highlight the importance of accessible scientific tools 

in education and research, particularly in resource-limited settings. 

Convener and Organizer: The workshop was convened by Dr. P. Ravi Sekhar, Lecturer in-

charge, who played a pivotal role in coordinating the event. Dr. Y. Savithri, the organizer, ensured 

the smooth execution of the workshop, from planning to implementation. Their combined efforts 

were instrumental in bringing this innovative educational tool to the students and faculty of the 

college. 

Resource Person: Dr. Ch. Tulasi a renowned Zoology faculty and Academic guidance officer, 

O/o Commissioner of Collegiate Education, Andhra Pradesh, attended as the resource person. Her 

administrative guidance and expertise in zoology were crucial in elucidating the importance and 

applications of the Foldscope. Dr. Tulasi Madams extensive experience in the field provided 

valuable insights into how the Foldscope can be utilized for various scientific investigations. 

Workshop Proceedings 

Inaugural Session: The workshop commenced with an inaugural session, where Dr. G. 

Ravindranath, Principal welcomed the participants and provided an overview of the event's 

objectives. He emphasized the significance of the Foldscope in democratizing science education 

and research. 



Keynote Address by Dr. Ch. Tulasi : She delivered the keynote address, focusing on the 

innovative aspects of the Foldscope and its relevance to zoology. She began by explaining the 

concept behind the Foldscope and its development. She highlighted its features, such as portability, 

ease of use, and affordability, which make it an ideal tool for both students and researchers. 

 She elaborated on the various applications of the Foldscope in zoology. She provided 

examples of how it can be used to study microscopic organisms, analyze biological samples, and 

conduct field research. Her presentation included a demonstration of the Foldscope's assembly and 

usage, making it easier for participants to understand its practical applications. 

Hands-On Session: Following the keynote address, participants were divided into  groups for a 

hands-on session. Each group was provided with Foldscope kits and guided through the assembly 

process. Dr. Tulasi madam, along with other faculty members, assisted the students in assembling 

their Foldscopes and viewing different biological specimens. 

The hands-on session was highly interactive, with participants eagerly engaging in the process. 

Students observed various samples, including plant cells, insect parts, and pond water organisms. 

The excitement and curiosity were palpable as students discovered the microscopic world with 

their Foldscopes. 

Discussion and Feedback: After the hands-on session, a discussion was held to gather feedback 

from the participants. Many students expressed their amazement at the clarity and magnification 

power of the Foldscope. They appreciated the opportunity to use such an innovative tool and 

suggested incorporating Foldscope-based activities into the regular curriculum. 

Faculty members also shared their perspectives, acknowledging the potential of the Foldscope to 

enhance practical learning. They discussed ways to integrate the Foldscope into laboratory 

exercises and research projects. 

Outcomes 

The workshop had a profound impact on both students and faculty, fostering a deeper interest in 

microscopy and scientific research. The following outcomes were observed: 



1. Enhanced Practical Skills: Students gained hands-on experience in assembling and using 

a Foldscope, improving their practical skills in microscopy. 

2. Increased Scientific Curiosity: The workshop ignited a sense of curiosity and enthusiasm 

among students, encouraging them to explore the microscopic world further. 

3. Improved Accessibility: By introducing an affordable and portable microscope, the 

workshop highlighted the importance of accessible scientific tools in education and 

research. 

4. Collaborative Learning: The interactive nature of the workshop promoted collaborative 

learning, with students and faculty working together to explore the capabilities of the 

Foldscope. 

5. Future Research Opportunities: The workshop opened new avenues for research, with 

participants considering the Foldscope for various projects and field studies. 

Conclusion 

The Foldscope workshop organized by the Department of Zoology at Government College for 

Men (Autonomous), Kadapa, was a resounding success. It provided a unique platform for students 

and faculty to explore the potential of an innovative scientific tool, fostering a deeper 

understanding of microscopy and its applications in zoology. The combined efforts of Dr. P. Ravi 

Sekhar, Dr. Y. Savithri, and Dr. Ch. Tulasi Masthanamma ensured the workshop's success, making 

it a memorable and impactful event for all participants. 

The enthusiasm and curiosity generated by the workshop underscore the importance of such 

initiatives in promoting scientific education and research. The Foldscope, with its simplicity and 

effectiveness, has the potential to transform the way microscopy is taught and practiced, making 

it accessible to a broader audience and inspiring the next generation of scientists. 

Recommendations 

Based on the positive feedback and outcomes of the workshop, the following recommendations 

are proposed: 

1. Integration into Curriculum: Incorporate Foldscope-based activities into the regular 

zoology curriculum to enhance practical learning. 



2. Regular Workshops: Organize similar workshops periodically to provide continuous 

learning opportunities for students and faculty. 

3. Field Research: Encourage the use of Foldscope in field research projects, allowing 

students to apply their skills in real-world scenarios. 

4. Collaboration with Other Institutions: Partner with other educational institutions to 

share resources and expertise, promoting the widespread use of Foldscope. 

5. Funding and Support: Seek funding and support from educational and research 

organizations to sustain and expand the use of Foldscope in scientific education. 

By adopting these recommendations, the Department of Zoology can continue to lead the way in 

innovative education and research, empowering students with the tools and knowledge they need 

to excel in the field of zoology. 

 



 


